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The Human Rights Dimension of the Third Distribution
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Abstract: The third distribution, proposed by the economist Mr. Li Yining, is
a localized Chinese concept of the economic system. The third distribution is an
important way to realize common prosperity and also a method for social subjects
to participate autonomously in the cause of human rights as well as to realize
human rights. First of all, the third distribution dovetails with human rights in
terms of value concept and practice. Conceptually, the third distribution shares a
common ethical and moral foundation with human rights, manifesting the common
good of human rights and containing the spirit of altruism and universal love that
underlie the morality of human rights. In practice, the third distribution helps to
correct market failures, reduce the social costs of rights protection and enhance
the welfare of social subjects. Secondly, the third distribution is a manifestation
of the contemporary Chinese outlook on human rights. Guided by the concept
of protecting the right to subsistence and the right to development, the third
distribution creates conditions for the independent development of vulnerable
groups by helping them; taking equal sharing as the way of participation, the third
distribution improves the situation of actual enjoyment and protection of the rights
for the aided groups, and at the same time tries its best to realize the sharing of
development opportunities; regarding the realization of people’s happiness as the
value destination, the third distribution actively enables the subjects to fulfill their
social responsibilities to gain a sense of achievement. The lives of the distribution
recipients are improved and thus their satisfaction with the society and their sense
of happiness are also enhanced. In addition, the third distribution is a concrete
way to guarantee and realize human rights. It strengthens the foundation for the

guarantee of specific human rights such as the right to an adequate standard of
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living, the right to education, the right to a healthy environment, and thus should be
linked to the National Human Rights Action Plan. There is a two-way interactive
relation between human rights and the society in which they exist, and a social
environment for inclusive and sustainable development should be constructed
through the third distribution. Driven by inner morality, the third distribution
can contribute to the shaping of human rights mentality such as equality, respect,
tolerance and responsibility in its implementation.

As human rights concepts should guide the allocation and flow of resources
in the third distribution, legislation and law enforcement should also lead the
distribution to work in favor of vulnerable groups and weak links. Meanwhile,
human rights should be included in the evaluation system of the third distribution.
To incorporate the concepts of human rights and good governance into the
supervision over the third distribution, we should improve the mechanisms for
disclosure of distribution information, participation in supervision by multiple
subjects, and supervision of distribution in key areas, so as to reduce misbehavior
in distribution. The subjects of the third distribution, as a social force, plays an
indispensable and complementary role in the cause of human rights. They can be
incentivized through the improvement of the financial and taxation system, the
rational allocation of the authority of the participating subjects, and the innovation
of publicity content and forms of dissemination.

Needless to say, the third distribution still needs to be improved in both
theory and practice, and the cultivation of it needs to be strengthened. A human
rights realization approach based on the third distribution should also address the
relation between fairness and efficiency and enhance the efficiency of resource
allocation in the third distribution, through which social subjects would promote
the coordinated development of all sectors of the society, thereby contributing to
the enrichment, development and prosperity of human rights civilization that is

equal, comprehensive and inclusive.

KEY WORDS: the third distribution; human rights; public charity; the right

to development; social organizations
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